San Juan County Council

350 Court Street No. 1 District 1, Lovel Pratt District 4, Richard Fralick
Friday Harbor, WA 98250  District 2, Rich Peterson District 5, Patty Miller
(360) 378 - 2898 District 3, Howard Rosenfeld  District 6, Jamie Stephens

June 26, 2012

Brig. Gen. John McMahon

Commander and Division Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Northwestern Division
P.O. Box 2870

Portland, OR 97208-2870

Col. John Eisenhauer
Commander, Portland District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755

Col. Bruce Estok

Commander, Seattle District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755

Re: Request for an Area-wide Environmental Impact Statement to Address Cumulative Impacts
of New Coal Terminals in the Pacific Northwest including the proposed Gateway Pacific
Terminal

Dear Brig. Gen. McMahon, Col. John Eisenhauer, Col. Bruce Estok:

We are writing to request an Area-wide Environmental Impact Statement (AEIS) to address the
cumulative impacts of new coal terminals in the Pacific Northwest including the proposed
Gateway Pacific Terminal in Whatcom County. An AEIS is warranted in this case and would
ensure that all potential impacts from the proposed increased shipping traffic and transport of
coal through the marine waters surrounding San Juan County are analyzed and evaluated.

The AEIS should include a comprehensive analysis of impacts to water quality, air quality, listed
species, critical habitat, and aquatic resources, as well as impacts to public health and the local
economy. The shorelines of San Juan County are designated as Shorelines of Statewide
Significance and critical habitat for federally listed threatened Chinook salmon and endangered
Southern Resident Killer Whales. The AEIS should include a comprehensive analysis of the



increased threat of oil spills from the increased shipping traftic and the related impacts to San
Juan County’s environment- and tourism-based economy.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ undertaking of an AEIS would ensure that this Council and
our citizens have the opportunity to comment on these and other concerns.

Thank you for your attention to our request.
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Cc. The Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator
The Honorable Patty Murray, US Senator
The Honorable Rick Larsen, US Representative
The Honorable Christine Gregoire, Governor of the State of Washington
The Honorable Kevin Ranker, Washington State Senator
The Honorable Jeff Morris, Washington State Representative
The Honorable Kristine Lytton, Washington State Representative
The Honorable Billy Frank, Chairman, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
The Honorable CIiff Cultee, Chair, Lummi Nation
The Honorable Melvin R. Sheldon, Jr., Chair, Tulalip Tribes
The Honorable Brian Cladoosby, Chair, Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
The Honorable Micah McCarty, Chairman, Makah Tribe
The Honorable William “Ron” Allen, Chair, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
The Honorable Frances Charles, Chair, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe
The Honorable Bob Kelly, Chairman, Nooksack Tribe
The Honorable Jeromy Sullivan, Chair, Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
The Honorable Leonard Forsman, Chair, Suquamish Tribe
Randel Perry, Project Manager, USACE, Seattle District
Jack Louws, Whatcom County Executive
Tyler Schroeder, Planning Supervisor, Whatcom County
Jeannie Summerhays, Regional Director, Department of Ecology
Alice Kelly, Planner, Washington State Department of Ecology, NWRO
Jane Dewell, Regional Lead, Governor's Office of Regulatory Assistance



