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Respected Companies Standing Together to Support Spinal Injury Research

G aham Faught, ayoung, athletic 21-year-old man who suffered adevastatingand tragic accident while skim
boarding on Maui,HI is one of theinspirationsbehind alarge movement and event to rai se awar eness about
spinal cord injury and thediffiault transition back to livinglife taking placein Washington Sate on September
27", FracturinghisC4 vertebrate, Faught wasl eft paralyzed from the shoulders down and has been facing
adversity in medical facilitiessteadily making progressin hisgoal to afull recovery and returning toa normal
lifestyle despite setbacks.

To raiseawareness surrounding spinal cord injuriesJP San Juans, anewly formed group of | ocal stand up
paddleboarders based in Northwest Washington, are organizingthe fir st one-person, self-contained Stand-Up-
Paddletrip of it’s kind in the San Juan islands Co-founder of SUP San Jian’s, Matthew Friedlander, will launch his
stand-up paddleboard from Washington Park in Anacortes on September 17th. Carrying al of hisown food,
water, and campingsupplies, Friedlander will paddle around the entire perimeter of Washington States San Juan
Islands,atotal disance of 80 miles over 5 days.

“1 have known a few people now who have had their livesaffected by aspinal cord injury. | have seen how the
adjustment backto anormal life can be unbelievably expensive and weigh on friendsand family around them. |
have been motivat ed by Graham'’s situation to help all those peoplethrough that difficult process; states
Friedlander of UP San dian’s. “ Thousands of people are affected by devastating spinal injuries every day. We are
bringingawar eness to the struggles they face, from adj usting toa new normal,to lack of badly needed insurance
coverage. Standingand pushingthrough this SUPtripis meant to honor their strength, and to show theworld
weare standing toget her”

On S=ptember 271, compl etion of this SUPtrip will be celebrated with asilent auction, taking place at Boundary
Bay Brewery in Bellingham Washington, from 5:00pm to 9:00pm, with hopes toraise $5000 for the cause. All
proceeds aregoingdirectly to Wings For Life Research Foundation, a privately funded worldwideresearch
charity organization with the exclusive aimto perform and promote basic and clinical resear ch related to spinal
cord injury, as well as Faught’sRecovery Fund on youcaring.com. Accordingto Wings For Life Research
Foundation, adevastating spinal cord injury occurs every 41 minutesin the USaone. With statistics likethese it’
snat hard toseewhy bignames such as RedBull stand behind the cause.

Many influential, big-name companiesthroughout the nation and locally, ar e standingtogether to show their
support of research for spinal injury and the SUP San lians event. Auctionitemsinclude goodies such asa
Jmmy Lewis stand up paddle board, Dakineluggage, a Ryan Sheckler autographed skate deck,and astate-of-the-
art thin film solar charger.

Sand together with SJP San Juans and for thosethat can’t by attending,donating, and bidding on auction items.

For moreinformation:

Wings For Life Resear ch Foundation:

http:/ / www.wingsfor life. com/ en/

G aham Faught Recovery Fund:

http:/ /www.youcaring.com/ medical-fundrai ser/ graham-s-recovery-fund/ 39214

To donate, or for sponsor ship opportunities:
See Press Contact above or items can be shipped directly to;
2883 Sate Route 9 S=dro Woadlley WA 98284
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